


Background

In May 2011, the global community adopted the Istanbul Pro-
gramme of Action (IPoA)1, to be implemented by 2020. The main-
objective of the IPoA is to overcome the structural challenges faced 
by the least developed countries (LDCs) in order to eradicate pover-
ty, achieve internationally agreed development goals and enable 
graduation from the LDC category. 

Half way through the implementation of the IPoA, the majority of 
LDCs are growing at less than 7 per cent per annum, the target set 
in the IPoA (and also incorporated in SDG 8). The number of LDCs 
that grew at 7 per cent or more has been showing a declining trend. 
In 2015, only eight LDCs grew at 7 per cent or more, down from 17 
and 13 in 2012 and 2013, respectively. The share of LDCs’ export in 
world trade declined to 0.97 per cent in 2015 from 1.09 per cent in 
2014, for the first time below 1 per cent since 2007 and further 
below the IPoA and SDG target of 2 per cent.

These results are largely due to weak structural transformation. For 
example, the share of manufacturing in GDP has been around 11 
percent since 2001, compared to over 20 per cent in developing 
countries. In addition, the level of investment as measured by gross 
capital formation has improved only slightly, from 23.2 per cent in 
the decade prior to the IPoA to 24.2 per cent between 2011 and 
2014.  

While many LDCs made progress in improving access to internet 
and mobile telephone, the access level is still very low, on average. 
Broadband penetration in LDCs is much lower, relative to develop-
ing countries and abysmally low when compared with developed 
countries. In 2016, the percentage of fixed and mobile broadband 
subscriptions in LDCs represented only 0.8 per cent and 19.4 per 
cent, respectively. On the other hand, in developed countries, fixed 
and mobile broadband subscriptions were about 30.1 and 90.3 per 
cent, respectively. 

Investing in broadband can lead to 
among others: employment creation in sectors 
that are likely to be ICT-using such as finance, education 
and healthcare; increased innovation and productivity; and, better 
governance. Therefore, investing in broadband would contribute 
towards meeting some of the IPoA priorities (e.g. IPoA, paragraph 
47.1.c) and SDG 9.c. that calls for significantly increasing access to 
information and communications technology and providing 
universal and affordable access to the Internet in LDCs by 2020. 

For targets such as that of halving poverty, which was achieved 
globally, progress in LDCs was slow. Most LDCs also did not meet 
the IPoA targets of human and social development, which were 
closely related to the MDGs, despite acceleration of efforts over the 
past 5 years. 

Ultimately, many of the IPoA targets are not on track after half of 
its implementation period has passed. There is need to step-up 
implementation as well as strengthen the monitoring process, if 
the IPoA objectives are to be achieved by 2020.

Accelerating implementation of the IPoA within the 
context of the 2030 Agenda

The global community adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development in September 2015. While the new global develop-
ment agenda has a special focus on LDCs and other vulnerable 
countries, it does not completely incorporate the goals, targets and 
actions agreed upon in the IPoA (see the State of Least Developed 
Countries 2016 Report2).  

Some of the specific IPoA areas that were not fully incorporated in 
the 2030 Agenda include the following: broadening of LDCs’ eco-
nomic base, with the intention of reducing commodity depen-
dence; diversifying export products and markets to non-traditional 
destinations; building and expanding broadband connectivity, 

e-networking and e-connectivity in relevant areas. In some instanc-
es, there are variations on the deadlines for meeting some targets. 
For example, the IPoA has an earlier deadline (2020) for meeting 
the target of providing universal access to safe drinking water and 
basic sanitation to all, while the SDG target is for 2030.

In general, the mapping exercise conducted in the State of the LDCs 
2016 report determined that implementing the IPoA priorities will 
significantly contribute to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda. 
Therefore, in order to overcome the structural challenges faced in 
LDCs, building coherence and synergy in the implementation and 
follow-up of the IPoA in the context of the 2030 Agenda will be cru-
cial. This may entail the following: mapping interrelations between 
the IPoA priority areas and the SDGs; ensuring that they are inte-
grated in sectoral and national plans; allocating/ increasing 
resource allocations to meet the objectives and; ensuring e�cient 
follow-up and monitoring.

Objectives and expected outcomes of the meeting

The rationale of the regional meeting is twofold:

First, share country-experiences on how LDCs are integrating 
the global development agendas into their national strategic 
planning processes. Among others, countries will highlight 
success examples and challenges faced while integrating and 
implementing the various global agendas. Countries will also 
discuss on-going strategies for accelerating implementation of 
the IPoA. 

The discussions in this segment will draw upon and contribute to 
existing knowledge on mainstreaming and integration of global 
development agendas into national development planning process-
es.

Second, participants will discuss how LDCs can leverage 
investment in broadband to contribute towards the achieve-
ment of sustainable development. The discussion will be 
informed by initial findings of case studies on broadband con-
ducted in two Asia-Pacific LDCs (Cambodia and Vanuatu). 

The outcome of this segment of the meeting will contribute to 
among others, the broadband commission’s working group on vul-
nerable countries. This working group is convened by UN-OHRLLS, 
under the auspices of the Broadband Commission Secretariat. Fur-
thermore, the broadband discussions will contribute to the financ-
ing for development follow-up, specifically the annual discussions 
on infrastructure. 

Participation

The meeting will draw participation from the following:

All Asia-Pacific LDCs and Pacific SIDS are invited, with funding 
made available for two representatives from the capital

Development partners

Representatives of the United Nations and other relevant 
international organizations

The private sector

Other Asia-Pacific countries

Format of the meeting, venue and dates

The style of the meeting will be informal discussions and reflec-
tion. The expectation is that participants will engage in an informal 
interactive discussion. The meeting will be conducted in English 
and French. 

The regional meeting will be held over two days in Vanuatu 
from 26 to 27 October 2017. 

1. The IPoA has eight priorities broken down in a number of goals, targets and 
actions

2. http://unohrlls.org/custom-content/uploads/2016/08/State-of-LDCs2016.pdf 
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